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In September, we offered 21 children’s programs. Our children’s programs served 105 children and 56 

parents/adults, & 1 teenager. We also offered 8 teen programs that served 31 teens. We had 3 teen 

volunteers this month that worked a total of 21 hours.  The program with the highest attendance was our 

monthly home school family program. I was expecting our typical 4-5 families at that program and 

instead had 30 kids and 10 adults. They have all been spreading the word amongst themselves and the 

program is growing! We also added a planning component to this program, leaving the children’s 

program room after the formal program so that parents can plan meet ups and curriculum and get a 

sneak peek at our newest books for their kids. 

I have been to open houses at both local elementary schools this month and spoke to many families who 

are new to the area or just didn’t know about all of the things happening here. These have proven to be 

great outreach opportunities and working with Jane Sorenson from EPIC to get us tables at all of these 

events has been great. We have also secured a table at an upcoming trunk or treat at the school and one 

for the Village so there are many more opportunities coming. This month we have also partnered with LA 

Branch, from Catholic Charities, who has been running a program called Too Good which helps children 

make and set goals, make good choices and learn conflict resolution and problem solving skills. We’ve 

also had Joanne Scilabba a local special education teacher here working with families in our Teach Your 

Child to Read program.  In addition to this program for 4-6 year olds, we also have a reading tutor again 

and she is going to be starting working with children K-4 on improving reading skills. There are a lot of 

partnerships happening this month and more on the horizon as we start the Empire Kids afterschool 

program in partnership with the school and Paws & Read, a partnership with Guiding Eyes for the Blind, 

which will be starting up again soon. Sadly, one of our partnerships has ended, as our yoga instructor has 

moved away. I am working on finding another local yoga instructor who is as good with young children as 

Bethany, but we will miss her. People have already been asking for more yoga, so I am working on getting 

it back as soon as possible. 

Teen programming has been pleasantly surprising lately. We’ve had many more teens coming to 

programs in September and I think that is due to scheduling. I decided to make every Friday at 5pm our 

weekly teen program and I think giving a set time that they can always count on an event has really 

helped them remember and show up. We’ll see if that continues in the colder months.  

The Friends are currently working on a few different fundraising ideas and programs. They are hosting 

the 2nd Annual Fall Fun Day outside on the lawn October 13th and are helping with outreach at a few 

upcoming Halloween related events. They have also decided to fund the storage shed for the library and 

the start of a new “discovery boxes” program in the children’s area. The Friend of the Year and Friends 

Recognition event is happening October 23rd at 6pm. We hope you will all join us to celebrate Mary 

Mancuso and all of the friends who put so much effort into aiding the library.  

The computers in the children’s room were used 62 times throughout the month of September, and the 

teen computers were used 60 times. The AWE computers were used a total of 98 times this month.  The 

WiiU was used by 81 teens. Our children’s program room has been used 2 times this month for 

tutoring/visits.  
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