
February Youth Services Board Report 
Meeting Date: March 21st, 2019 

In February, we offered 36 children’s programs. Our children’s programs served 338 children & 148 

parents/adults. We also offered 6 teen programs that served 42 teens. We had 9 teen volunteers this month that 

worked a total of 34 hours. The program with the highest attendance was the Friends’ Family Fun Day which 

had about 60 participants. We had 3 programs cancelled or postponed due to weather in February.  

 

Our next cycle of Battle of the Books began this month and has really started out with a bang! Alex has taken 

over coaching it and is already doing a great job. Our past two years of battles have had 3-5 teens on the team. 

This year we have all of the eligible returnees, plus five new members. If they all continue to come to meetings 

we will have 9 on our team for the county battle on May 31
st
. Only 5 team members can be on the floor at a 

time, so they will have to switch out each round, but we are very excited about the growth. 

 

We are just about the close out one story time cycle but we are incredibly happy with the growth in that as well. 

We are regularly getting 10 children at sessions and it’s been so much fun to plan for these bigger groups. When 

our next cycle of Storytime starts up in April, our Friday session will become a bi-lingual story time. Alex will 

be reading books and leading activities in both English and Spanish. All of our story times are quite multi-

cultural. We’ve had children who speak Spanish, Polish, Hebrew, Mandarin, French, and Greek. As you can 

imagine, when I have told parents about this addition, they have been thrilled. I can’t wait to see how it goes.  

 

The Discovery Kits that I talked about in a previous report are almost ready to begin circulating. I just need to 

go over all the specifics of circulating them with staff at the next staff meeting and then they will be ready to 

circulate. We are beginning the program with five kits: Bird Watching, Coding with Makey Makey, Learn to 

Play the Recorder, Knitting & Crocheting, and Virtual Reality. We will see how these 5 do over the summer 

and then hope to add more, including kits for younger children.  

 

The Friends did not meet in February, but will be back to regular meetings in March where they will start 

talking about the Bagel Festival and continue planning how they will support the Literary Landmark event May 

4
th

 and the Book Festival May 25th, among many other topics. 

 

I had a CLOUSC Meeting, a Teen Librarians Meeting, Library Advocacy Day, and a Performer Showcase to 

attend this month. The performer showcase was very helpful, as always, in helping us figure out our lineup of 

talent for the summer. So far we are having Science Tellers, REPCO, Jedi Academy, and a Children’s felting 

workshop. Library Advocacy Day was eventful as well. We spoke to Aileen Gunther and James Skoufis along 

with one of Jen Metzger’s aides (she was in a meeting and could not meet with us) and urged them to insist that 

the governor change his budget to give back the money he’d removed from library support and library 

construction funding. We won’t know until April or May if our efforts had the desired effect, but fingers 

crossed!  

 

The computers in the children’s room were used 60 times throughout the month of February, and the teen 

computers were used 68 times. The WiiU was used by 133 teens. 
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