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In January, we offered 34 children’s programs. Our children’s programs served 216 children, 72 parents/adults, 

& 1 teenager. We also offered 5 teen programs that served 28 teens. We had 6 teen volunteers this month that 

worked a total of 24 hours. The program with the highest attendance, aside from the weekly Headstart visits, 

was  various sessions of Tinker Tots, which has been growing steadily. We had 6 programs cancelled or 

postponed due to weather and/or the ceiling leak in the children program room this month.  

 

Our new storytime cycle started up and we have had a great response. There have been lots of new faces. There 

have also been lots of new teen faces. I attribute that to Alex. She has been wonderful with the teens and 

they’ve come to me numerous times telling me how much they like her. I’ve also found “Alex is the best” 

written on teen event’s calendars—so I think they like her! Alex has been doing two teen programs each month, 

and I have been doing two. We’ve had a better turnout at Teen Advisory Group lately because we’ve been 

letting them help us pick out which new games, books, & movies we order. They like having that voice and I 

think it will help with circulation too if they feel more ownership of the teen collection. 

 

Our system wide teen librarian meeting touched on an interesting topic this month. Another librarian brought up 

something called VidCode that he had used with teens and had a lot of success getting them interested. It 

teaches coding but in a way that teens can create something actually usable right away, like a snapchat or 

Instagram filter. Vidcode is an expensive program, but the librarian that spoke about it is working on getting it 

accessible for the whole system later this year. I am keeping my fingers crossed that it works out because it 

seems to be something our teens would be very interested in.  

 

We’ve begun thinking about Summer Reading here already. The theme this year is space related and the tagline 

is: A Universe of Stories. We are in the brainstorming phases now—just making wish lists of all of the things 

we would like to do, so if you have any suggestions or ideas feel free to pass them my way. We’ve already 

reached out to Mr. Kocijanski about a Catskill Astronomy program for kids & teens and he is on board!   

 

The Friends hosted a Winter Fun Day celebrating Ground Hog Day and Take Your Child to the Library Day. 

We had 60 people attend. The children heard stories, snacked on popcorn and oranges, and made ground hog 

puppets and masks. It was a great day had by all. We also drummed up some more interest for the spring bus 

trip to the Liberty Science center. The Friends did not meet this month, but will be back to regular meeting in 

March. 

 

As I mentioned in my last report, the Discovery Kits that the Friends are helping fund are coming along nicely. 

Since last month, one more kit is ready—learning to play the recorder. We are hoping to get a local sporting 

goods store to sponsor two more bags (Birdwatching and Geocaching). Then we will start to get them cataloged 

and hope to get them circulating by late March or early April. I also did a webinar training this month called “A 

Library of Things” where libraries who circulate things like this talked about their process and gave a lot of 

insight on the logistics. It was very helpful to me in my planning how this will go when it is up and running. 

 

The computers in the children’s room were used 56 times throughout the month of January, and the teen 

computers were used 78 times. The WiiU was used by 99 teens. 
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