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This month we hosted 30 children’s programs that served 99 parents, 237 children and 4 teens. We 

hosted 8 teen programs with a total attendance of 38 teens.  We had 6 teen volunteers this month that 

worked 18 shifts, helping us out for a total of 36 hours.  Aside from our Headstart sessions, our most 

highly attended programs were Crazy 8s Math Club and Teen Taste Testing, each with 14 in attendance.  

There were two teen events with no attendance; Yoga & Art Club. This month is our last month of Art 

Club as it has had no attendance since the summer, despite many efforts at publicizing it.  As it did last 

month, Teen Video Game Tournament drew lots of teens in too and to my surprise they all registered for 

next month too. 

This month I visited the 1st grade at Cooke School. I read a story to each class, played a game, and talked 

about the programs & materials at the library.  I gave out calendars, stickers, and small cards that 

promise a prize to any child who bring that card with them when they sign up for a library card. I hope 

this will help us track how many people obtain cards after talking to us at outreach events. Since my visit 

6 children have come in and brought their “golden ticket.” After they get their card, I have been giving 

them a book off my prize book cart to keep. The radio spot that I recorded with WJFF aired on November 

11th. We mostly talked about Teen Art Club in an attempt to revive it, but I also made mention of our adult 

Writer’s Group, Baby Brain Time, and Breakout Games.  I also represented the library at the Life Ready 

Fair at the High School on Nov. 20th. Teens visited with the various presenters to talk about jobs, 

volunteer opportunities, and resources throughout the community.  

This month I also attended a workshop called Putting it All Together where public librarians and school 

librarians gathered to begin building or strengthening partnerships. Our middle school librarian, Amy 

Gargiulo was in attendance with me. While we’ve met before, and I have done class visits with her, we 

were inspired by this presentation, given by librarians in Red Hook who took their school/public 

partnership to another level. We’ve decided to start a teen-led literary magazine. Teens can submit 

original works (poetry, short stories, book reviews, art, photography, etc.) and once a month we will meet 

like an afterschool club in the school library to edit & arrange the work into a magazine template. Two 

English teachers have signed on as advisors to the group and I will be in attendance too. Students will be 

able to submit works to us here at the library and to the librarians/teachers at their schools. Twice a year 

we will publish the magazine and distribute it to local businesses who agree to have it out on their 

counters. The schools & our library will also be places to get a copy. We hope to publish the first edition 

in May 2018.  

This has been a very busy month in the children’s room. I took over Peggy’s story time and Headstart 

session while she is out. Chelsea has been working hard on seasonal displays and moving the reference 

books to make more room for the growing graphic novel section. Emily has been working on “shelf 

talkers” to highlight some of the great books in our teen & children’s areas. She also created a great 

collection of bookmarks that highlight different genres.  I am really proud of the way everyone has 

stepped up in Peggy’s absence. 



The Friends are still working on getting the quilt raffle off the ground and are also moving forward with a 

bus trip to the psychic community of LilyDale in July. They are also looking into hosting a fashion bingo 

night. More information on all of these projects will be forthcoming.  

The computers in the children’s room were used 74 times throughout the month of November, and the 

teen computers were used 67 times. The AWE computers were used a total of 109 times this month.  The 

WiiU was used by 84 teens. This is a huge increase from the past few months, and I think we can attribute 

that to the new monthly gaming tournament program. The teens that have been coming have mentioned 

that they are here to practice or brush up on whichever game we will be playing at the next month’s 

tournament.  

The Facebook page has 736 Likes, Twitter has 307 followers, and Instagram has 308 followers.   
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