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In March, we offered 34 children’s programs. Our children’s programs served 396 children & 162 adults. We 

also offered 11 teen programs that served 45 teens. We had 12 teen volunteers this month that worked a total of 

62 hours. The program with the highest attendance aside from Head Start and Project Excel visits was our last 

Tinker Tots session of the month. We love the way this program continues to grow!  
 

Our Battle of the Books team, the Novel Bunch, has started meeting every week now and are really excited to 

compete. Alex has been working very hard with this group and since it is her first time doing it, she is really 

learning on the fly and I am continually impressed with the relationship she has built with the teens so quickly. 

Chelsea has been working very hard on keeping our book bundles program running. They are flying off the 

shelves faster than she can think of new themes for bundles! I am thinking of making bundles of movies at some 

point too since this seems to be going over so well.  
 

This year we’ve built an even stronger relationship with Head Start. Their new director and I are in touch often 

and discuss what the kids are doing in school and we try to build on that when they visit here. Their teachers 

also let us know what they are covering and we’ve been able to pull books for them to check out that go with 

their theme. We currently have about 5-6 teachers that stop in after school about once a week to look at the 

books we’ve pulled for them. It started with one teacher and then she told the others how helpful it was and it’s 

just continued to grow. It can take some time to create lists and pull together the books, but they find it very 

helpful and appreciate the effort.  
 

Our winter story time cycle has ended and we are busy planning for the next one. Alex will take over my Friday 

story time and is going to begin a bi-lingual story time. She will share picture books, songs, games, etc. in 

Spanish and English. On a sad note, we had a new family begin attending story time last cycle and we noticed a 

pattern of abusive behavior coming from the mother and directed at the child. Two other parents from our story 

time regulars stopped into my office to mention it and how distressed they were about it as well. The mother did 

not have a library card at the time and had just moved here so I had no information to go on in reporting this to 

OCFS. After a few weeks of seeing the same thing, we did finally get a name and I was able to report it. I am 

not a mandated reporter, so I have to report it anonymously and will never find out the outcome but the mother 

and child do still come to events and I have not seen the same behavior in their most recent visits.   
 

The Friends in March had a lot to discuss. They loved the Discovery Kits and agreed to fund 5 more. I will start 

building those over the summer and they will debut in September. I’d like to see how the first 5 fare with the 

larger population this summer first. The Friends are contemplating canceling the Liberty Science Center trip as 

there are only a few registrations. Feedback seems to be that it is too expensive.  The Friends are also 

supporting the Sullivan County Poet Laureate and have agreed to pay for the pole that will hold the Literary 

Landmark sign. They’ve also registered for the Bagel Festival already—summer is coming!! 
 

This month we have partnered with Project Excel to help them with a unit called “Community Buildings.” They 

have been visiting places around the community to learn what they do and about the services they provide. In 

total, 4 classes have visited the library for a tour, a Story time, some play time. We’ve sent home information 

about our programming, library cards, and the book festival with each student who has visited as well.   
 

The computers in the children’s room were used 77 times throughout the month of February, and the teen 

computers were used 64 times. The WiiU was used by 104 teens. 
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